
Decisions, Decisions:
Access, Privacy & Ethics

InterPARES Trust AI: Keeping Evidence Symposium

Jim Suderman

Pellan Room, Library & Archives Canada

Ottawa, 29 October 2026

The Archival Intelligence [AI] Assistant
Image source: Lark, AI Superapp Ethical Implications of Artificial Intelligence

https://www.larksuite.com/en_us/topics/ai-glossary/ethical-implications-of-artificial-intelligence


Agenda

1. Considering archival ethics in the context of AI

2. The case for privacy protection as a core archival function

3. Building ethics into AI-enabled workflows



Archival Ethics in the Context of AI
3rd Principle of the 
Reconciliation Framework



Is Privacy a Core Archival Function?

Contexts of record creation

• Administrative/Juridical

• Provenancial

• Procedural

• Documentary

• Technological

Contexts of privacy

• Sender

• [Information] Subject

• Recipient

• Information Type

• Transmission Principle(s)



Building Ethics into 
AI-enabled Workflows

• Researching effects of new workflows

• Advocating for remediation for harms

• Ethical by design (Why not?)

• Moderating users (Wait, what?)
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